Welcome to the Indo-Pacific Federation Newsletter.
Welcome to the first 2009 edition of the Newsletter to the members of the Indo-Pacific
Federation of the Theosophical Society. Please share this with your friends and fellow
members.
This year has brought about
changes in the Indo-Pacific region
with Linda Oliveira's election as the
International Vice-President and her
move to Adyar along with husband
and past Indo-Pacific Federation
president Pedro Oliveira. We send
them our congratulations and wish them well in
their new roles at the International Headquarters at
Adyar.
New year, 2010 promises to be a very busy year
with the World Congress to be held in Italy from 10
to 15 July, at the Summit Hotel and Convention
Centre in Rome (address: via della Stazione Aurelia
99). Put this in your calendar as this will be a major
Theosophical event not to be missed.
The next Indo-Pacific Conference is scheduled to
be held at our International Headquarters at Adyar
following December 2010 International Convention
which begins on 26th December. This would be a
good opportunity for members to experience the
warm and inspiring atmosphere of both events.
More details will be available early in 2010
regarding programme and booking.
Details will also appear on our website as they
become available at http://www.ipf-ts.org
There is also a new TS Community Website that is
becoming quite popular. It is at
http://theosophical.ning.com Anyone can join
and take part and it would be great to see some
more IPF members become active or just seeing
what is happening. If it is popular we could easily
set one up for the IPF region.
John Vorstermans
IPF President
president@ipf-ts.org
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Visit to South-East Asia
During July I took a 9-day journey
to South-East Asia, with fellow TS
member, Gerard Brennan from
Sydney. The main object of the
journey was to visit Angkor Wat in
Cambodia, but we were able to include in our
itinerary a visit to TS Lodges in Kuala Lumpur,
Malaysia, and in Singapore.
At the recent Indo-Pacific Conference held in
The Philippines the smaller lodges in these regions
asked if overseas visitors would take the
opportunity to visit their lodges whilst on holidays
in their area. Thus we not only visited these TS
centres, but I was able to give TS talks at both
Kuala Lumpur and Singapore Lodges.
However, the value of these visits was not so
much in the giving of talks, but in connecting
with the members, many of whom we had met
at previous conferences, and a number of
members Gerard had met at Adyar 10 years
ago, so such interaction helps to strengthen the
bonds of our TS Family.
This was enhanced by the friendship and
hospitality of the members in taking us out to
meals and showing us around their cities,
especially Bro. Siva and Sister Padma in Kuala
Lumpur, and Bro. Sanne, Sister Lily and Brothers
Vanesh and Dave in Singapore.
In Kuala Lumpur the meeting was attended by
another Australian member, Karen Shakespeare
from the Sunshine Coast Lodge in Queensland.
Karen was on an extensive journey around SouthEast Asia, and took the opportunity to call in at
the TS centres wherever she could.
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The second half of the journey was spent at the
city of Siem Reap in northern Cambodia. In the
countryside and jungle surrounding this city are
scattered the remains of the Khmer civilisation
which existed roughly between the 7th-13th
centuries as the city of Angkor, the capital of
the Khmer Empire. When the king moved the
capital to Phnom Penh the old city turned to
ruins and the jungle took it over. In the 19th
century it was rediscovered by French explorers,
and even today the remains of various temples
are still being recovered from the jungle.
The Khmer civilisation was a Hindu one, and so
the various temples and palaces reflect Hindu
cosmology, with Brahma, Vishnu and Siva being
the prominent deities, and the architecture
being laid out in the form of Hindu Sacred
Geometry. Most of the decorations are of
scenes from the Mahabharata and the
Bhagavad Gita, with some scenes being of
Khmer history, particularly in connection with its
monarchs. However, one king, Jayavarman VII,
became Buddhist, and so he placed Buddhist
sculpture into the Hindu setting. A later king
reverted back to Hinduism, but Buddhism
continued to dominate the Cambodians, and is
their chief religion today.
It was interesting to see how much Hindu and
Buddhist thought was intertwined, an example
being the Buddhist monastery we visited on
Mount Kulen, about an hour’s drive north of the
city. A huge reclining Buddha was carved out
of the mountaintop and enclosed in a small
temple, but outside there were also statues of
Siva, with a sacred lingam (a representation of
male/female potency) dominating the open
square in front of the temple. Here local people
would wash themselves in the sacred water
from the lingam and then give prayers to the
Buddha. Both Gerard and I followed their
example.
We visited the National Museum in Siem Reap,
and were overwhelmed with one room, called
‘The 1,000 Buddhas Room’ in which there were
literally 1,000 statues of the Buddha, ranging
from tiny statues you could hold in your hand to
giant sculptures. Although these were now set
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up in a ‘secular display’ the sacred power in the
room was quite tangible, reflecting the devotions
of thousands of minds and hearts over the
centuries to these artworks and the symbols that
lie behind them.
However, the most memorable image of the visit
was that of the huge faces carved into the
temples, especially at Angkor Thom. There is some
debate as to who these statues represent, some
thinking they are of the king, but most consider
that they are a likeness of the king presenting
himself as a vehicle of the great Bodhisattva,
Avalokitesvara, revered in both Hindu and
Buddhist religions, and known as Latoki in
Cambodian literature. The serene smile on these
huge faces leaves an indelible mark on one’s
heart.

Dianne K. Kynaston

A Link in the Chain
Recently, during the first two weeks of October, I
spent some time teaching at the Golden Link
School in The Philippines. The philosophy of the
school is encapsulated in its ethos, “A Vision of
Transformative Education”. I first visited the school
last year during the Indo-Pacific Federation
Conference, and I knew then that I just had to
come back to this wonderful place.
Eleven months later I was able to return and
teach these students some English-related
subjects, even if it was only for two weeks. During
this time I taught a Filipino story, The Lost River, to
my first year class (year 7). In my second year
class (year 8) we concentrated on poetry, while
my third year group (year 9) studied The
Merchant of Venice. As a teacher for the last
twenty years, what struck me was just how easy it
was to cross cultural boundaries and really teach
these students some valuable things. Of course,
they all speak English in The Philippines, though it is
not always spoken at home as a first language.
Similarly, it became apparent that teaching in a
school which is based on theosophical principles,
they were clearly more interested in an holistic
approach to education which made a real
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difference to the way the students interacted
with teachers and with each other. Despite
their often deprived backgrounds, many of
the children appeared genuinely happy and
motivated to learn. For me this was a
refreshing change. Ultimately, even though I
went there to help these students, I think they
have helped me much more. Ironically, I
have learned much more from them,
especially about staying positive and having
a happy disposition. All these things I will take
into my classroom in Australia and hopefully
continue to be a ‘link in that golden chain of
love’ that unites us all in brotherhood.

of the Philippines TS. A very nominal fee was
charged to cover hall rental and light
refreshments to enable as many members of the
public as possible to attend this very informative
and stimulating seminar.
b) As a follow-up, nine members of the Lodge
underwent a Facilitators' training programme on
the Self-Transformation seminar, conducted by
Bro. Vic, for two days on 16-17 February. With
the successful training programme, these
members of the Lodge are now able to jointly
conduct this programme for specific groups from
the public at large.

The Selangor Lodge is immensely grateful to Bro.
Vic for his untiring efforts in this noble endeavour
to embrace many members of the public on this
Gerard Brennan self-transformation journey.

My thanks go to Mr Vic Hao Chin Jnr and Ms
Rekha Nahar for giving me the opportunity to
teach at the Golden Link School.

Blavatsky Lodge, Sydney
Australia c) The new President of the Lodge has also

Malaysia
Warmest wishes from sunny Malaysia to all
members of the Indo-Pacific fraternity. Bro.
Siva has relinquished his position as President
of the Selangor Lodge at our recent 32nd
AGM that was held on 19 April. He however
remains a committee member in the new lineup.
I am happy to announce the list of the new
principal office-bearers for the term 2009-2010
of the Selangor Lodge:
President: Sis. Ng Ay Na
Vice-President: Sis. Padma Narayanan
Hon. Secretary: Bro. K. Ariaratnam
Hon. Treasurer: Bro. N.J. Singam
Librarian: Sis. Dr C. Thillagavathy

formed an e-group,
ts_selangorlodge@yahoogroups.com with a view
to allowing as many members of the Lodge as
possible to share their experiences etc. via this egroup.
I would appreciate that henceforth, all
correspondences via email be directed to our
President, Sis. Ng Ay Na at her email address. If
you could also cc. to me at my email address,
that would be nice too.
With warm felicitations and love,
Aria (K. Ariaratnam)
Hon. Sec., TS Selangor Lodge

Philippines
1. Government Approves College Courses of
Golden Link College

Some of the recent activities of the Lodge are: Golden Link School will now be known as Golden
Link College after the government's Commission
a) Last February 13-15 2009, a three-day
on Higher Education approved its application to
open college courses for teacher education. The
public seminar on ‘The Process of Self
Transformation’ was conducted in Kuala
courses will be Bachelor of Secondary Education
Lumpur by Bro. Vic Hao Chin Jr, the President
and Bachelor of Elementary Education. For the

Page 3

July 2009

Indo-Pacific Federation Newsletter

first school year, not many students are
expected to enrol because of the short
period between approval and the opening of
classes. Next year, Golden Link plans to offer
additional courses which will be announced
later.
The college has added a new 4-storey wing
to accommodate its college classes. The
college library is largely composed of the
books donated by the TOS New Zealand
through the initiative of Maureen Paterson. Its
computer room was donated by ASMAE, a
French Catholic NGO that has been
supporting the work of the TOS Philippines for
more than ten years. The college has also
received a donation of about US$74,000 from
the TOS USA as a result of the matching grant
offered by the Kern Foundation, who
contributed US$35,000 to the US$39,000 raised
by the TOS. The fund will be used to construct
an assembly hall for the college.
Golden Link now offers preschool, primary,
secondary and tertiary courses. It had about
320 students during the last school year.
2. TPH Manila Releases New Hodson Book
The Theosophical Publishing House in Manila
has released the new 2-volume work of
Geoffrey Hodson entitled Sharing the
Light, which is a compilation of all known
articles written by Mr Hodson in a span of
more than 50 years. The collection contains
more than 400 articles with a separate index
in each volume. For information on ordering
and payment, see the website:
www.theosophy.ph.
3. Self-Transformation Seminar and Training of
Facilitators in Malaysia
A 3-day Self-Transformation Seminar open to
the public was conducted in Malaysia by Vic
Hao Chin, Jr last February 13-15, 2009, at the
invitation of Seremban Lodge of Malaysia.
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After the public seminar, a two-day training for
facilitators was also conducted by him attended
by selected members of the TS in Malaysia. The
group expected to conduct modules to small
groups in Malaysia, whether TS members or nonmembers.

Japan
Recent Activities 2008 of Nippon Lodge of the
Theosophical Society in Japan
We publish The Japanese Theosophist which is
the bimonthly Japanese Theosophical magazine
of the Nippon Lodge of TS. The contents of our
magazine are Japanese translations of
Theosophical literature which are Dr Annie
Besant's Thought Power, C.W. Leadbeater's
Hidden Life in Freemasonry, H.P. Blavatsky's The
Secret Doctrine and H.P. Blavatsky's
Theosophical Glossary.
We hold monthly study meetings of the Nippon
Lodge at Tokyo, Japan, with an average
attendance of 14 throughout the year. We are
really grateful for atmosphere of freedom of
thought at the lodge meetings of the
Theosophical Society. Recent studies in the
lodge meetings were based on texts as the
Japanese translated version of Volume 1 of H.P.
Blavatsky's Isis Unveiled and the Japanese
translated version of H.P. Blavatsky's From the
Caves and Jungles of Hindostan.
We investigated the details of H.P. Blavatsky's
enormous research literature. The subjects of our
meeting included profound themes from tenet
of seven cosmic principles, H.P. Blavatsky's
Theosophical synthesis of Indian philosophy,
Platonic Philosophy, Christian religion, Jewish
religion, Egyptian religion and background of
psychic phenomena and deeper psychological
meanings of occultism and religion. We also
confirmed the significance of cultivating
understanding of profound tenets of Theosophy
in the study meetings of the Theosophical
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Australia
The following report is from Linda Oliveira while
she was still the National President in Australia
at the end of 2008. Linda is now the
International Vice-President and resides at
Adyar.
During 2008 the Australian Section has
commenced a project at its National
Headquarters which will enable holdings of
the libraries at the Headquarters and most
Lodges/Branches throughout the Section to
be placed online. This is a sizeable project
which will take some time to implement and
has required the dedication of one member
of the Headquarters office staff, who has
library qualifications, to work on the project.
The computerisation of these substantial
holdings will benefit Lodges/Branches, TS
members and members of the public alike.
The cataloguing system that is being used
involves flexible, specially developed state of
the art software.
For eight years the Section has awarded an
annual prize to the University of Sydney for
research into the Perennial Philosophy in its
Eastern and Western traditions. A new prize
with the same requirements has now been
commenced this year for the Bendigo
Campus of Latrobe University, Victoria. One
other university, located in Queensland,
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requests publicity material issued by the Section
regularly to assist with courses in the area of
religious studies. The Theosophical Society in
Australia is keen to make appropriate
connections with universities which have studies in
religion as part of their curriculum, as a way of
encouraging study into the Wisdom tradition in its
many aspects and helping to make the Society
better known.
The Section has two national centres. In April Edi
Bilimoria from England toured and led the
morning study sessions at the Section's annual
School of Theosophy, held at the Springbrook
Centre in Queensland. The theme was 'Occult
Science - Principles and Applications'. In July Dr
Dara Tatray led a group of enthusiastic attendees
at a Springbrook event on the theme 'The
Bhagavad Gita Tools for Survival and Flourishing'.
Also, in October a very well received event on
'Mysticism: Bridge to Nowhere' was conducted by
Pedro Oliveira at the Springbrook Centre. The
themes for events during 2008 at the Section's
other national centre in Canyonleigh, New South
Wales, are 'Foundations of The Secret Doctrine:
Exploring its Three Fundamental propositions' and
'Science of Yoga'.
The National Headquarters at 484 Kent Street,
Sydney is always pleased to receive visitors from
the Indo-Pacific region.
Below is a photo of our group at the recent event
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Dr C.V. Agarwal
Dr Agarwal, the Presidential Representative
for Southeast Asia has recently passed to
higher service.
A retired professor of Technology at Benaras
Hindu University in Varanasi, Dr C.V. Agarwal
was a member of the Society from his
college days. He served as the General
Secretary of the Indian Section for very
many years. After his long stint at the Indian
Headquarters at Varanasi, he moved to
Adyar 15 years ago along with his wife
Gyanavati. He served in the Archives,
Museum, Editorial and other departments.
Recently he became the International
Secretary of the Society. His most significant
contribution is his work on Buddhism and the
Theosophical Society. With collaboration of
the Bauddha Society, he sold his book at a
nominal price, so that many could buy it,
which helped increase awareness about
Buddhism and Theosophy.
Dr Agarwal was undoubtedly one of the
most devoted animal rights activists in India.
Through the Beauty Without Cruelty
Movement, which has centres located in
the Theosophical Society campuses at
Varanasi and Adyar, he and his team
organised a great number of successful
campaigns against the exploitation and
abuse of our fellow creatures. As the
Presidential Representative for the SouthEast Asian Region of the IPF, he worked
dedicatedly to support the theosophical
groups in the countries under his care.
Silent and sincere, Dr. Agarwal was fully
devoted to Theosophy. He maintained
connection with members from all over,
especially with the youth - the future of the
Society. He has one daughter, Manisha,
married to Mr. Rajiv Gupta. They have a
daughter Pragya and a son, Rishabh.

Perth School of Theosophy - Western
Australia
Dear President, Secretary and to all members of
the IPF
Following the successful Schools of Theosophy
held over the last three years at the Mt
Helena Retreat Centre, the Perth Branch has
decided to host another school from 3 to 10
October this year.
The theme for this school will be:
“The Secret Doctrine”
The school will be directed by Simon O’Rourke
from Sydney who is a well versed student
of the Secret Doctrine and a wonderful
presenter on this subject.
The cost of accommodation and all vegetarian
meals for the week is A$300.
To register for the school (members only)
contact:
Theosophical Society in Perth, 21 Glendower
Street, Perth WA 6000
Telephone/Fax: +61 (8) 9328 8104
email: tsperth@iinet.net.au
Thank you for your support in our endeavour to
promote this school and so extend fellowship
and interchange amongst TS members within
the Indo-Pacific Federation.
Kindest Regards.
George Wester
TS Perth Branch President

If you would like to receive this newsletter by email
then please go to the website at http://www.ipf-ts.org
and subscribe to the newsletter. Alternatively send me
an email at president@ipf-ts.org
Thank you, John Vorstermans
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