Welcome to the Indo-Pacific Federation Newsletter.
Dear Brothers and Sisters,
Greetings to you all in your theosophical work around the Indo-Pacific region. It has been a
fruitful period as you can see by the details that some of the Sections have been willing to share
with us in this newsletter. Of course many members will have attended the World Congress in
Italy in July and enjoyed meeting many members from throughout the world. Unfortunately
circumstances did not allow me to attend but I look forward to hearing from those who have.
We have our own conference coming up at the end of this year. Because we know many of you have attended
the World Congress we were concerned that it would be too expensive for many members to also attend our
IPF conference if it was too far away from the centre of our region. Therefore we have been fortunate to have
the Indian Section host the conference this year. The Indian Section have discussed this with our International
President, Radha Burnier, who has agreed that we could run our conference alongside the International
Convention at Adyar.
This is therefore a great opportunity to visit our International Headquarters and experience the atmosphere of
the International Convention. More details of this are below.

IPF Triennial Conference December 2010
The triennial conference of the Indo-Pacific
Federation is scheduled to take place in conjunction
with the International Convention at Adyar, India at
the end of this year. The dates for the International
Convention are:
December 26th to December 31st 2010
The triennial general meeting of the Indo-Pacific
Federation will be held in the afternoon of 31st
December 2010. We welcome all members and
interested parties to come and join us for this
meeting. The agenda will be:
1. Opening of the meeting with a prayer
2. Apologies
3. Read and confirm the minutes of the last
meeting
4. President’s report
5. Treasurer’s report
6. Election of President and Executive
7. Activities in each Section over the last 3 years
8. Future direction of the Indo-Pacific Federation
9. General discussion.
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We would really love to
see as many as possible
of our Brothers and
Sisters
attending
the
Conference at the end of
this year to experience
the
International
Convention at Adyar, the
headquarters
of
the
Theosophical Society set
up by our founders Col Olcott and H. P. Blavatsky over
130 years ago now and further expanded by Annie
Besant while she was the International President.
For booking details you can consult the Website of the
International Headquarters at Adyar which is:
http://www.ts-adyar.org/content/135th-internationalconvention
Booking or registration for the convention can be made
from 15 September 2010 by contacting:
The Convention Officer,
The Theosophical Society,

August 2010

eliminated.”

Adyar, Chennai- 600020, India
acco.hq@ts-adyar.org

The registration fee of US$ 30.00 plus
accommodation/meals charges can be paid on arrival
at the Enquiry Office.

Indian Section
A Conference on 'Peace and Conflict' was held in the
month of March 2010 at the Indian Section
Headquarters in Varanasi

Dr N C Ramanujachary, Director of Studies, The
Indian Section presented the theosophical point of
view also explaining the etymology of the terms.
“The studies of Peace and Conflict come under the
field of social and behavioural sciences.
Theosophical philosophy asserts that the ‘Eternal
Parent’ for the manifestation is ‘Space.’ It is both
limitless void and conditioned fullness. It was and
ever will be. It is self-existent. It is also a shoreless
ocean of Peace. The first differentiation of Space is
the Spirit. The differentiation may appear to be
natural, but it brings along with it a conflict, as the
elements that evolve create a sense of separation.”

A Conference on ‘Peace and Conflict’ was organised
under the auspices of the Indian Section of the
Theosophical Society at Varanasi on March 5 to 7,
2010. It was inaugurated by Dr Radha Burnier, Prof. Krishna Nath, an eminent scholar, in his
International President of the Society. In all, 97 presentation made it clear that Bhava comes from the
delegates from 11 Federations attended the Conference. heart and Bhasha gives expression to that; Indian
tradition of Peace is embodied in the Upanishadic
The International President expressed her happiness to thought. Citing Brihadaranyaka Upanishad he
be at the Section Headquarters once again. She said, narrated how the manifestation is full of Bhaya,
“Every person feels that Peace is his aim, but it is the Kolahala, Samgharsha and similar negative feelings.
rest of the world that creates the problem. There is He referred to the inter- and intra-personal, societal
only one reason for Conflict and that is
conflicts and said the great Hindu
Ignorance or Selfishness. Man has always
mind talks about the Sarvatantra
a desire to see that his own satisfactions
Swatantra state. The energies of
are fulfilled. Conflict arises because the
Will, Wisdom and Activity in this
concept about this differs from man to
state will bring the freedom and that
man. Conflict is created by the person
Freedom is Peace.
who wants conflict and who stands out for
Sri Sandeep Pandey, a Social
himself. Reason for the conflict is never
Activist,
talking
on ‘Nuclear Disarmament’ expressly
the same as it really appears. Conflict in our own mind
creates conflict outside. It is easy to talk about Peace brought out the idea that nuclear weapons are
but very difficult to realise for oneself. There can be a destructive to the civilisation compared with the
Peace that makes any conflict impossible. Superficial earlier conventional weapons. There are no ‘ethics of
peace has conflict. Truly spiritual people do not have a war’ these days.
conflict at all. Peace comes when there is no concern
Sri Sunil Sahasrabuddhey, a Knowledge Activist,
with worldly things. Everything in the world changes,
talking on ‘The Promise of Lokavidya’ was critical of
only the real and good lasts in the world. There can be
the Universities. He said that the university was
real freedom from conflict. A single person can be so
founded on the idea that it was located in a sea of
full of peace and every problem is solved for that
ignorance which surrounded it.
person. Kindness can be shown to those who do not
know any kind of kindness. The immense sorrow of Prof. Mohammed Toha, a retired Professor of
the world is because of the conflicts and these can be Sociology, speaking on ‘Varieties of Islam and

What is the
root cause of
conflict?

Indo-Pacific Federation Newsletter

August 2010

Page 2

Resolution of the Conflict’ explained the pluralistic Bhowali Study Camp help in May 2010
character of Islam and the non-acceptability
The Annual Study Camp at Bhowali took place this
stemming from the orthodox Muslims.
year from 17 May – 4 June 2010. The theme of the
Prof. Geshe Ngawang Samten, Vice-Chancellor, conference was ‘Words of Wisdom’ (At the Feet of
Central University of Tibetan Studies, speaking on the Master and allied Studies). Krishnamurti’s later
‘Conflict and Peace: Buddhist View’ said that conflict talk and books were made use of and a contextual
is an issue from the very beginning of humanity and study explored the function of the Society,
because of negative forces at work. He advocated the implication of Membership, approach to the spiritual
Trishna-kshaya as against the Trishna-nirodha. path and similar topics. The Director was Dr N.C.
Conflict cannot be resolved without energy, exertion Ramanujachary, Jt. General Secretary and Director
of Studies, Indian Section, T.S. Reference was also
and effort.
made to the text of the path such as the Golden
Prof. P. Krishna, Secretary Rajghat Education Centre, Stairs, Five Precepts, Patanjali’s System, Madame
KFI, Varanasi, talking on ‘The Root Cause of Blavatasky’s Diagram of Meditation and Sri
Conflict’ said there is need to ask fundamental Sankara’s Vivekachudamani. An attempt was made
questions and look to the deeper aspects.
to observe how the basic qualifications
There is a well defined border between
pave the way for the establishment of the
War and Peace. Facts of history may not
new kind of Mind and the new Humanity.
be the root cause of conflict. If we do not
dig deep to find out the root cause, we
Bro. S.V. Tyagi, National Lecturer, gave
get only facial answers, compromise and
a series of seven talks on the facets of
breaking down of the treaties.
Good Conduct. There was active
Mr Amit Basole, a Research Scholar,
participation of the members and
University of Massachusetts, USA,
independent
presentations
were
speaking on ‘Information Age and the
encouraged. There was a total attendance
Economics of Non-Violence’ referred to
of 27 members from ten Federations of
the division of conflict as destructive and
the Section. The proposals for increased
constructive. While War is the first kind,
participation and improved infrastructure
the second would be Resistance to
for the coming year were also discussed.
violence. We see different qualities of
A response from a participant reads thus:inequality in Society and Power
relationships of knowledge.
“Titled as ‘WORDS OF WISDOM’, a prudently and
Swami Chidananda, Director, Rajghat Education most pragmatically planned study on ‘AT THE
Centre, KFI, Varanasi, spoke on ‘Know God, Know FEET OF THE MASTER’, integrating the relevant
Peace: No God, No Peace – Vedanta Perspectives’ books like, ‘Education as Service’, ‘Poems &
and drew the attention to the Vedanta perspective of Parables’, ‘Ending of Time’ and so on, from the
Inside Out approach and that conflict will not get same author, has streamed the original discernings to
resolved unless there is an inner transformation of the inquisitive minds of the participants that speaks
man.
volumes of the organising acumen and skill. So well
garnished with the evening meditations, relevant
In all, there were 9 presentations. The interactions expositions on ‘Co-Free Masonry’, ‘TOS’ and
after each talk were made more lively by the active ‘Pranic Healing’, as also each participant’s
participation of the delegates.
perceptual revelations, well qualifies this study camp
Page 3

August 2010

Indo-Pacific Federation Newsletter

as a contextual study that could be most modestly administrative conveniences afforded to the
branded as: Wholesome, Original, Unbiased and so on. delegates. I have been asked to mention that the
messing experience was a true example of Service
“This study camp has not only uncovered an altogether
with smile.”
different dimension of Theosophy, but through a very
pleasing style, interspersed with anecdotes and a well Pakistan
regulated participative interaction, made the entire Karachi Theosophical Society
study interesting and simple to comprehend, that the
only closest word I can think of this overall conduct is: The TS activities have been drastically cut down.
No more public lectures, talks or study class. The
Perfect.
general TS library is closed and only the Reference
“Surely all of us who came with an empty cup are now Section remains open for the members only. Karachi
going back with brilliant spiritual luminosity. TS Managing Committee meets every 3 or 4 months
Although, each one of us may independently and and mostly attends to building maintenance work
dispassionately introspect our personal gains.
etc. The Jamshed Memorial Hall, which houses the
KTS, TOS and the Jamshed Memorial Montessori
“I may be permitted to share a precious personal gain
School, is guarded day and night and all security
during this study. Candidly, I have come to a
arrangement/precautions are in place.
conclusion that all books and literature are the products
of human brain and shall be based on subjective The Theosophical Order of Service in Pakistan
conditioning and perception. These are, as such, to be The TOS in Pakistan is doing very well in its
viewed and grasped prudently and judiciously and education
sponsorship
programme,
home
added to the personal wisdom accordingly. Similarly, schools/literacy programme and its family relief and
to understand and grasp the wisdom underlying a medical relief programmes. The Montessori school
Theosophical idea, the dictionary words of any is also doing very well and recently added two more
language are grossly inadequate. Let me coin a term classes and hired more Montessori trained teachers.
‘Intellectual digestion and assimilation’ is an absolute
There are no pictures regarding TS activities, but we
necessity.
have plenty of TOS activities. Let me know if you
“Some of the more protuberant and emphatic additions want me to send them.
to my knowledge stock can be enumerated as:
- Emptying of mind or Deconditioning of mind
- Unity of existence – in feeling, action and thought
- Love redefined – total absence of gossip, cruelty &
superstition
- Living all the time in the Causal Body
- MYOB
- His-story

New Zealand

TSNZ has at a national level been through some fire
and soul-searching over the last year or two. This
has been necessary – essential even – and it
continues. The national convention in January set
the scene for the year. It was a happy and united
convention.

Highlights include:
Besides, a large number of heretofore grey areas have
been clarified.
- The development of a new leadership concept and
a three-member Leadership Team, who share the
major responsibilities of the administration between
“Let me also take an opportunity to thank Sister
them.
Sahkuntla, Bro Walke and the staff for the optimal
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- Sound theosophical study programmes are being
seriously discussed and implemented. At a recent
workshop National Council members and others
present committed themselves to active participation
in the refining of a basic theosophy course prepared

Theosophy for the Section in early April on the theme
Science and Spirituality.
This is all very positive and much is coming from a
grass roots push to fulfil theosophical ideals in
practical situations. It is transforming. We are starting
on a new journey, going beyond where we were. We,
the Theosophical Society in New Zealand, are
preparing to transcend.

Malaysia – Selangor Lodge
Greetings and well wishes from the members of The
Selangor Lodge.

Vic Hao Chin, Pamela Zane Keys and Warwick Keys

We are having a busy and active schedule. All our
indoor activities including weekly study groups,
public talks, video viewing, training sections are held
in our meeting room in:-

Unit 707, 7th Floor, Menara Mutiara Majestic, 15
by Vic Hao Chin, Jr to suit the NZ environment. We Jalan Othman Section 3, 46000 Petaling Jaya,
will actively promote the new course and are asking Selangor, Darul Ehsan.
branches to use it as a regular part of their programme.
Every Saturday, our weekly study groups and reading
- Vic Hao Chin’s Personal Self-Transformation are held from 3-6pm. Books read and discussed in
courses are being organised in various branches – all depth among members are:
the personal initiative of individual members or
- The Key to Theosophy – by H. P. Blavatsky.
groups of members.
- Talks on the Path of Occultism – by Annie Besant &
- A new move into what is becoming known as Charles W. Leadbeater.
Integral Theosophy is underway. This is an initiative - At the Feet of the Master – by J Krishnamurti.
based in Dunedin and Christchurch. Workshops on - Life Your Great Adventure – by Eunice & Felix
this new – that is, new in language and presentation, Layton.
but old in philosophy – approach to theosophy are - Man and His Seven Principles – by Arthur Robson.
now being held in many centres around the country.
Man and His Seven Principles is a very detailed and in
Integral Theosophy is a multidimensional perspective
depth study on seven different bodies or planes of man
that offers a comprehensive guide to understanding
led by Sister Padma.
multi-dimensional personal and group motivations
and cultural differences – in a theosophical context.
A more practical reading text we are doing is entitled
Life Your Great Adventure by Eunice & Felix Layton,
- The first family camp for many years was organised
a highly recommended book for beginners.
locally and successfully held last Labour Weekend
near Wanganui. The camp brought together The Selangor Lodge was fortunate and appreciates
theosophically based families with the emphasis on those speakers who gave us various stimulating talks.
activities for young people.
Mr Thakurdas Naraindas, a lawyer by profession,
gave a talk on the Conceptual Framework of Modern
- Ravi Ravindra ran a very successful School of
Hinduism which is very informative. Sister Falu and
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Bro. Michael from Brisbane gave a talk on
Consciousness in Spirituality. An unexpected
visitor, Dr T. K. Nair from Varanasi, Indian
Section of The Theosophical Society gave such an
eye-opener talk on Occult Chemistry and
Clairvoyance recently. The Bhagavad Gita study
group meets every Sunday from 4:30pm – 5:30pm,
led by Sister Padma.

for the atmosphere of freedom of thought at the lodge
meetings of the Theosophical Society. Recent studies
in the lodge meetings were based on texts as the
Japanese translated version of H. P. Blavatsky's Isis
Unveiled, From the Caves and Jungles of Hindustan,
Inner Group Teachings of H. P. Blavatsky and the
Japanese translated version of C.W. Leadbeater's
Hidden Life in Freemasonry.

A special video presentation on The Secret Gate of
Eden was presented by Bro. C. K. Ng followed by
an interesting discussion with members present.
Bro. John Kuek enlightened us with a talk on
Universalism and Oneness.
We observe and celebrate every year Dr Annie
Besant’s Birthday on 1st October. In year 2009,
Sister Renuka gave a talk on Annie Besant’s trials
and tribulation and her achievements.

We investigated the details of H. P. Blavatsky's
enormous research literature. The subjects of our
meeting included profound themes from tenet of
seven cosmic principles, H. P. Blavatsky's
Theosophical synthesis of Indian philosophy,
Platonic philosophy, Christian religion, Jewish
religion, Egyptian religion, and background of
psychic phenomena and deeper psychological
meanings of occultism and religion. We also
Seminar
confirmed
the
significance
of
cultivating
understanding of profound tenets of Theosophy in
The Selangor Lodge members will organise a the study meetings of the Theosophical Society.
seminar on ‘The Process of Self Transformation’
after an intense training course for facilitators Concerning the publishing of Japanese translated
conducted by Bro. Vic Hao Chin, Jr, President of version of Theosophy Simplified by Irving S.
the Philippines Theosophical Society. The seminar Cooper, we assisted a Japanese publishing company
will be held at the end of Year 2010 and open to by our English to Japanese translation work.
the public, we hope to increase new members. And
our aim is also to improve and maximise our We publish The Japanese Theosophist which is a
quality of physical life so that we are on the path bimonthly Japanese Theosophical magazine of the
Nippon Lodge of TS. The contents of our magazine
to manifest spiritual growth.
are Japanese translations of Theosophical literature
Library
which are Dr Annie Besant's Thought Power, C.W.
Leadbeater's Textbook of Theosophy, C. W.
Our library is now open to public and members Leadbeater's Hidden Life in Freemasonry, Ianthe H.
every Saturday from 2pm – 4pm. For more details Hoskins's Foundations of Esoteric Philosophy, H.P.
of our activities please log in to our Selangor Blavatsky's The Secret Doctrine and H.P. Blavatsky's
Lodge
website
at Theosophical Glossary.
www.theosophicalsocietymalaysia.webs.com

Japan
If you would like to receive this newsletter by email
Recent Activities 2010 of Nippon Lodge of the
then please go to the website at http://www.ipf-ts.org
Theosophical Society in Japan
and subscribe to the newsletter. Alternatively send me
We hold monthly study meetings of the Nippon an email at president@ipf-ts.org
Lodge at Tokyo, Japan, with an average attendance
of 10 throughout the year. We are really grateful Thank you,
John Vorstermans

Indo-Pacific Federation Newsletter

August 2010

Page 6

